
FAMILY ACTIVITY TIME
BIBLE STORY

Kingdom Parables | Matthew 13

BIG PICTURE Q & A

Q: How does God care for His creation?
A: God loves and rules over His creation according to His perfect plan.

MEMORY VERSE

“He has rescued us from the domain of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son he
loves. In him we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”

Colossians 1: 13-14

CHRIST CONNECTION

The kingdom of God is growing in the world. This kingdom is valuable and worth giving everything for.
While we wait for Jesus to return and fully set up His kingdom, we carry out the mission of telling others

about King Jesus, who rescues sinners.

PARENTS, lead your family through the following activity. As the kids do their activity, review the questions on
the backside of this page to reinforce what we’ve learned. Look up the scriptures in your Bible.  Also review with
your kids the main points (listed above) of what was taught in our message today. Download the Memory Verse
Hand Motions to memorize and learn the verse together.

FAMILY ACTIVITY: KINGDOM TREES

WHAT YOU NEED: Tree Printable, Leaf Printable, Pencil, and Scissors.

WHAT YOU DO:

❏ Distribute a tree printable to everyone or pass out a blank sheet of paper, and tell them to draw a
tree.

❏ Tell the kids to write their name in the middle of the tree trunk and the name of the person who first
told them the gospel at the base of the tree.

❏ Then, allow the kids to tear off bits of green construction paper and write the names of people they
can tell the gospel to on each “leaf” before gluing it to the bare branches of their tree.

WHAT YOU SAY: “We use the image of a tree to help us think about our families. The base of a family tree is
made up by your ancestors, like great-grandparents. The branches are your brothers, sisters, and eventually
your children and children’s children. In a way, this is also a good way to think about God’s kingdom. Someone
told you the gospel, and you can tell other people the gospel. As people trust in Jesus, they become part of
God’s kingdom, which is also God’s family! God’s growing kingdom is more valuable than anything.”



FAMILY DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

❏ Grab a Bible. Help kids find Matthew 13. Read a selection of verses, such as Matthew 13:31-32. Remind the kids
that Matthew is part of the New Testament division called the Gospels. Ask what the other gospels are and
what they tell. (Mark, Luke, John; accounts of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection)

❏ Ask these questions:
❏ Who fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy about listening and not understanding? (those who didn’t understand Jesus’

parables, Matt. 13:13-14)
❏ How is the kingdom of heaven like a mustard seed? (It looks small but grows large and provides shelter, Matt.

13:32)
❏ How is the kingdom of heaven like a buried treasure? (It is valuable and worth giving up everything to get,

Matt. 13:44)
❏ Have you ever had to give up something to follow Jesus? Guide kids to discuss situations they may have faced

where they had to choose obedience over popularity, comfort, or another thing the world can offer. Be
prepared to share your own experiences too.

❏ Would you give up everything to follow Jesus? Help the kids think through the kinds of sacrifices some
believers must make, such as missionaries or those living in places hostile to Jesus. Remind them that God
may not tell them to give up everything, but they are called to be ready if necessary.

❏ How can you help God’s kingdom grow? Talk through ways kids can live on mission. Help them come up with
ways to show love to others and creative ways they can share the gospel with friends and loved ones.
Remind them that the Holy Spirit gives us wisdom and courage to know God’s will and obey it.

❏ BIG PICTURE QUESTION: How does God care for His creation? God loves and rules over His creation
according to His perfect plan.

WHAT YOU SAY: “God’s growing kingdom is more valuable than anything. We become a part of God’s
kingdom when we have faith in Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection. We can be a part of the kingdom’s
growth by living on mission to tell others about Jesus.”

Read these passages as a family and then pray to close.
Romans 3:23   |   Romans 6:23

Pray with Kids: Dear God, thank you for sending Your Son to die on the cross for our sins. You love us so
much that you made a way for us to be with You again. We love You. In Jesus name, Amen.

TAKE PICTURES DURING YOUR FAMILY ACTIVITY TIME AND POST THEM TO INSTAGRAM. TAG US
@MARINERSKIDS @MARINERSKIDSHB or JOIN OUR FACEBOOK GROUP AND POST PICTURES THERE!

https://www.facebook.com/groups/marinerskidsirvine

https://www.facebook.com/groups/marinerskidshb

https://www.facebook.com/groups/marinerskidsirvine/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/marinerskidshb

