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A culture of division and disappointment. People struggling with 
belief.  Leaders of the faith letting go of their faith. This was the 
reality that Jude was addressing—and these words of hope and 
encouragement are as relevant for us today as they were 2,000 
years ago. Join us for our series through the book of Jude, 
Holding On, and see how you can confidently hold onto hope 
because Jesus is holding onto you!

Remember that you aren’t in this alone! God will help you 
prepare and lead your group discussion. Make it your goal to 
keep in step with the Holy Spirit! 

Pray and read the passage a few times on your own. Take a few 
minutes to identify what makes an impression for you and how 
the passage might impact your group.

Once you’ve taken some time to read the passage on your own, 
read through the entire Discussion Guide. Make sure you 
understand the Main Point. Identify which questions you want to 
use in your group time and rewrite them in your own words.

Once your group time is over, take a few minutes to evaluate the 
discussion. What went well? What could have been di�erent? 
If you had a “bad night,” DON’T GIVE UP! Everyone has tough 
nights. There were times that even the disciples didn’t get what 
Jesus was talking about!

SOME 
THINGS 
TO KEEP 
IN MIND
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To equip you as a leader, we provide resources each series to 
help you and members of your group understand and respond to 
the biblical truths we’re studying as a church. Don’t forget about 
the Mariners Annual Read and the Gospel Every Day podcast 
discussing each devotional.

The CSB Study Bible is an excellent resource if you’d prefer a 
physical copy of the translation used by Mariners Church. It is 
available for purchase online and in the bookstore at Irvine.

All Scripture references in this guide are CSB unless otherwise 
noted.

HOW TO USE THE GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

Discussions often take on a life of their own, but they typically 
lack power when they lack focus. The Discussion Leader ought to 
use the Main Point to keep everyone on the same page. To do 
this, you might say something like, "That is very interesting and a 
good topic for another discussion, but today's study is about..." 
and ask a question that brings people back to the topic of 
discussion. There will be times when it makes sense to ignore the 
Main Point—for example, when someone in your group 
experiences a significant crisis. If you decide to move away from 
the lesson’s Main Point, you want to do so on purpose and not 
by accident.

A prompt will be provided when one of the 7 Rhythms of Rooted 
has a natural point of emphasis. We want to help everyone 
continue to grow holistically in their spiritual journeys. Obviously, 
some rhythms always exist, like prayer, but occasionally it will be 
helpful to draw fresh attention to or spend additional time in one 
of the rhythms.

FREE
RESOURCES

MAIN
POINT

RHYTHM
REMINDERS

https://overcast.fm/itunes1546163482/mariners-annual-read-gospel-every-day
https://shop.marinerschurch.org/
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Where needed, each lesson may have several Leader Notes. 
This material will provide insight on how to steer the 
conversation and care for your people. Additionally, these notes 
will provide greater context to help you understand a di�cult 
word, phrase, or verse.

These questions will help kick-start your discussion time. The 
main goal for this time is to get everyone talking and prepare 
them for the more focused conversation to follow.

The goal for this section is to let the passage speak for itself and 
stand on its own. This isn’t easy! During this time, you will read 
the passage out loud (twice) and answer questions focused on 
the details of the biblical text.

Jesus calls us to love others, just as He loved us. Based on your 
understanding of the text and how God is transforming your 
heart, how will you treat others? How will you apply this teaching 
to all of your relationships and to everyone you will see this week 
and beyond?

Transformation comes from renewing your mind (Romans 12:2). 
The goal for this section is to look inward to allow God’s Word to 
change you from the inside out. Use this time to discuss how 
your thoughts and feelings are a�rmed and/or challenged.

Be sure to close your time together in prayer. You can take 
requests from the group, invite others to lead, and bring God the 
needs that stood out to you in your group time.

LEAN IN
BREAK 
THE ICE

LEADER
NOTES

LOOK
DOWN
LOOK AT 
GOD’S WORD

LOOK IN
APPLY GOD’S 
WORD TO 
YOUR LIFE

LOOK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF 
GOD’S WORD IN 
THE WORLD
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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast. 
Each episode includes a quick conversation to help you prepare 
for your study, discussion, and application. The first week of 
each series, Eric will share key thoughts and hopes for your 
group.

If you missed the weekend message or want to review specific 
points, you can always watch, listen, and find bulletin notes 
online at marinerschurch.org/messages.

When people are seemingly letting go of their faith and causing 
trouble for God’s faithful followers, we can be encouraged by 
the fact that God calls, loves, and keeps us.

Daily Devotion, Prayer

Share about a situation in which you were greatly encouraged 

by another or were able to greatly encourage someone else. 

What was the result of that encouragement? 

Leader Note: How grateful we are when God sends just the right person with 

just the right encouragement during our time of need, or when we have the 

privilege of being such a person to someone else. Encouragement does more 

than lift our mood—it strengthens us to persevere through di�cult 

circumstances by reminding us that it is through such things that God 

does incredible work for our good and His glory. The letter of Jude does just 

this. In a challenging culture and under lots of pressure, people were letting 

go of their faith. People who once embraced Jesus quickly denied Him, 

including elders and teachers. To these circumstances, Jude wrote his letter 

to encourage those standing strong in their faith. 

MAIN
POINT

RHYTHM 
REMINDERS

PREPARE
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BREAK 
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WEEK ONE: CALLED, LOVED, AND KEPT
Group Discussion Guide

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/mariners-life-group-leader-podcast/id1553829230
https://www.marinerschurch.org/messages/
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LOOK
DOWN
LOOK AT 
GOD’S WORD

Read Jude 1

Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of James: To those who are the 

called, loved by God the Father and kept for Jesus Christ. 

Jude identifies himself as a servant of Jesus and a brother 

of James (this James was one of Jesus’ brothers, which makes 

Jude one of Jesus’ brothers too). How might these two 

identifiers (a servant of Jesus and a brother to Jesus) be 

an encouragement in and of themselves?

According to Jude, what does it mean to be one of “the 

called”? How might this fact be an encouragement to Christians 

who were seeing many leave the faith?

Leader Note: Jude uses the words “loved” and “kept” to describe “the called” 

Christians that he wrote to. To be one of “the called” is to be “loved by God 

the Father and kept for Jesus Christ.” By a�rming their calling, Jude gave 

these believers encouragement that they were undoubtedly caught up in 

God’s plan for the world to be reconciled to Him. They are loved by their 

Father who is guarding them so that they will continue to belong to Jesus, 

remaining loyal to Him when others are not. Interestingly, Jesus prayed this 

very thing for us in John 17:11, “...Holy Father, protect them by your name that 

you have given me, so that they may be one as we are one.”

Read Jude 2

May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.

What three things does Jude pray for these Christians? In what 

sense can these things be “multiplied”?

How do mercy, peace, and love relate to our calling or our 

being loved and kept by God?

Leader Note: The themes of mercy, peace, and love persist throughout Jude 

and carry unique nuances that are specific to the text of the letter. These 

subtleties emphasize God’s keeping us. “Mercy” is mostly forward-thinking in 

this letter, a reference to God showing believers mercy when Jesus returns 

and judges the world once and for all. “Peace” is the assurance we carry that 

God will bring us through despite our circumstances. Even “love” has a 

nuanced meaning in Jude, in that the love of God is expressed in His 

commitment to keep us. 
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What are some of the more common reasons people walk away 

from Jesus after following Him for some time?

Leader Note: There are too many reasons to list as to why someone might 

initially appear to walk with the Lord only to leave, but even Jesus explained 

that this would happen (Matthew 13:1-9, 16-23). In Matthew 13:20-22, Jesus 

said that “distress or persecution” or “the worries of this age and the 

deceitfulness of wealth” lead to such abandonment. It wouldn’t be surprising 

that the reasons people give in your group fit into those categories.

Do you have a relationship with someone who once seemingly 

walked with the Lord, but has now abandoned the faith? How 

does this text apply to such relationships?

What other things have you turned to for lasting 

encouragement only to eventually find them fleeting 

or unsatisfying?

How does reminding ourselves that we are loved and kept by 

God encourage us when our circumstances don’t leave a lot of 

room for hope?

Leader Note: What wonderful encouragement it is to know that as much as 

we must strive to maintain our faith and be fruitful, it is ultimately our calling 

and God’s holding on to us that gives us the courage and joy to persevere. 

The reason we are still holding on is because He is always holding on! There’s 

enough in this world to be anxious about. God’s faithfulness in keeping us in 

the faith should never be one of them.

LOOK IN
APPLY GOD’S 
WORD TO 
YOUR LIFE

LOOK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF 
GOD’S WORD IN 
THE WORLD
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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast. 
Each episode includes a quick conversation to help you prepare 
for your study, discussion, and application. The first week of 
each series, Eric will share key thoughts and hopes for your 
group.

If you missed the weekend message or want to review specific 
points, you can always watch, listen, and find bulletin notes 
online at marinerschurch.org/messages.

We must contend for the faith in a way that is consistent with 
the faith.

Share Your Story, Prayer, Daily Devotion

Ask members of the group to give their best impersonation (or 

impression) of a famous person or character from a television 

show or a movie.

Leader Note: The superior ability to appear or sound like someone you are 

not is very entertaining in this context, but it can also be highly detrimental in 

other settings. As we’ll see in our Bible passage today, there have been and 

always will be those who give the impression they are doctrinally sound 

Christians, but actually are someone else and have ulterior motives. How are 

we to respond? Jude 3-4 begins to help us with this problem. 

Read Jude 3

3 Dear friends, although I was eager to write you about the salvation we share, I 

found it necessary to write, appealing to you to contend for the faith that was 

delivered to the saints once for all. 

What does it look like for us to “contend” for our faith? How 

do we do this? Why do we do this?

MAIN
POINT

RHYTHM 
REMINDERS

PREPARE

LEAN IN
BREAK 
THE ICE

WEEK TWO: CONTEND FOR THE ONCE AND FOR ALL FAITH
Group Discussion Guide

LOOK
DOWN
LOOK AT 
GOD’S WORD

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/mariners-life-group-leader-podcast/id1553829230
https://www.marinerschurch.org/messages/
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Leader Note: The English word “contend” means to struggle in opposition 

against a competitor or enemy or falsehood, depending on the context. 

This is di�erent from being “contentious,” which is to be argumentative or 

quarrelsome. This is the only time this word is used in the New Testament, 

though in other Greek literature the word is used to describe athletic contests 

that were particularly intense. In fact, we get our word “agony” from the 

Greek, which highlights the kind of struggle Jude envisions here. To contend 

for our faith is to exert the painful e�ort necessary for truth to win out.

Read Jude 4

4 For some people, who were designated for this judgment long ago, have come 

in by stealth; they are ungodly, turning the grace of our God into sensuality and 

denying Jesus Christ, our only Master and Lord.

What things does Jude teach us about these people who 

entered the congregation and require contention?

Leader Note: Jude mentions two primary things about these intruders: their 

judgment was predicted long ago, and they are ungodly in that they turn 

grace into “sensuality,” thus denying the Lord Jesus Christ. No wonder these 

people entered the congregation by stealth, for if they had been honest about 

their motives and beliefs, they would not have been permitted into the church!

What does it mean to turn grace into sensuality? How does one 

go about doing this? How is it a denial of Jesus and the gospel?

Leader Note: To turn grace into sensuality is to say that these people looked 

at the work of Jesus on their behalf and determined that they then had a 

license to live however they wanted, particularly in the realm of sexual sin. As 

Paul reminds us throughout Romans 6, to follow Jesus is to die to sin, not 

have a license to sin. Therefore, a licentious approach to life denies the truth 

of the gospel.

How does one enter a church “by stealth”? What might this 

look like in our context?

What core Christian beliefs are under threat in our day? How do 

we contend for them?

LOOK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF 
GOD’S WORD IN 
THE WORLD
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Where have you experienced pain or opposition in contending 

for the faith?

What truth do you need to hold onto in the middle of that 

opposition?

Leader Note: Jude writes with passion and emotion and does not mince 

words, yet refrains from personal attacks throughout the letter. In this sense, 

the letter is not only great content for contending for the faith, but also a 

great model.

LOOK IN
APPLY GOD’S 
WORD TO 
YOUR LIFE
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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast. 
Each episode includes a quick conversation to help you prepare 
for your study, discussion, and application. The first week of 
each series, Eric will share key thoughts and hopes for your 
group.

If you missed the weekend message or want to review specific 
points, you can always watch, listen, and find bulletin notes 
online at marinerschurch.org/messages.

True remembrance helps us continue in the faith and contend 
well for it.

Repentance, Worship

What are examples of things we look at to remind ourselves of 

past significant moments?

Leader Note: There is a di�erence between recollection and remembrance. 

To recall something is simply to know of its historical fact. To remember 

something is to be constantly impacted by its significance, e.g. a wedding 

ring, or a family memento. Ironically, one of the best ways to navigate the 

present and future is to remember the past. No wonder Jude relied on the 

power of remembrance to help guide his readers. We probably can recall the 

stories Jude references, but do we remember them? If we do, then we will 

continue in the faith and contend well for it.

Read Jude 5-7

5 Now I want to remind you, although you came to know all these things once 

and for all, that Jesus saved a people out of Egypt and later destroyed those who 

did not believe; 6 and the angels who did not keep their own position but 

abandoned their proper dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains in deep darkness 

for the judgment on the great day. 7 Likewise, Sodom and Gomorrah and the 

surrounding towns committed sexual immorality and perversions, and serve 

as an example by undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.

MAIN
POINT

RHYTHM 
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WEEK THREE: THE ONE THING ABOUT EVERYONE WHO 
WALKS AWAY FROM GOD
Group Discussion Guide

LOOK
DOWN
LOOK AT 
GOD’S WORD

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/mariners-life-group-leader-podcast/id1553829230
https://www.marinerschurch.org/messages/
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What is the main lesson Jude wants his readers to walk away 

with by remembering these three events?

Leader Note: The people whom God delivered from Egypt never got to 

experience the Promised Land because they failed to trust God to give them 

victory over the land’s inhabitants. God sentenced that entire generation to 

wander in the desert until they had all died o�. Jude intended this as a 

warning to his immediate audience and to us: we must not walk away from the 

Lord by forgetting His holiness and presuming upon His grace and mercy. If 

even angels are subject to God’s eventual judgment, how could our human 

rebellion succeed? If God did not turn a blind eye to the sexual deviance of 

the inhabitants of Sodom and Gomorrah, could our own acts of sexual 

misconduct go without judgment? Warnings like Jude’s may not be popular, 

but they are powerful when we don’t just recollect the stories he references, 

but truly remember them as our own and heed the warnings associated with 

them. When we do, we spare ourselves a far worse eternal fate, namely “the 

eternal fire of God’s judgment.” 

Read Jude 8-11

8 In the same way these people—relying on their dreams—defile their flesh, reject 

authority, and slander glorious ones. 9 Yet when Michael the archangel was 

disputing with the devil in an argument about Moses’s body, he did not dare utter 

a slanderous condemnation against him but said, “The Lord rebuke you!” 10 But 

these people blaspheme anything they do not understand. And what they do 

understand by instinct—like irrational animals—by these things they are destroyed. 

11 Woe to them! For they have gone the way of Cain, have plunged into Balaam’s 

error for profit, and have perished in Korah’s rebellion.

According to verse 8, how can we discern when someone’s 

so-called “authority” they rely on is, in fact, something 

altogether different?

Leader Note: These church infiltrators claimed authority for their teaching 

based on something God said to them in a dream. These people taught the 

way they lived as a means of justifying the way they lived. Yet Jude was 

having none of it, and he recognized that everything they did and said was 

contrary to Scripture, and that their prophetic claims were therefore clearly 

lies. Everything that someone says and claims to be the Word of God—as well 

as the resulting fruit of their lives—should be tested on the basis of the whole 

teaching of Scripture.
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What examples can you think of from the world in which 

leaders have misled or abused their followers? What about 

within the Church? How do Jude’s warnings apply to such 

situations?

Do Jude’s warnings and the stories he pulls from have the same 

impact on unbelievers as they do people who follow Jesus? 

Explain. 

How can we encourage one another to persevere in the faith 

without making people overly paranoid about their standing 

with God?

How is conviction that results from a warning actually an 

encouraging sign with regard to our salvation?

Leader Note: All of us have had the experience of trying to justify something 

that we were doing even if we felt it was wrong. When we are in Christ, the 

Holy Spirit will not let us get away with lame excuses forever. We will feel the 

conviction and prompting of the Holy Spirit to forsake wrong behavior and 

repent of it. The fact that we feel guilty and convicted is a good sign that the 

Holy Spirit is working in us. If we feel no guilt, it might be a sign that we do not 

know Christ at all.

LOOK IN
APPLY GOD’S 
WORD TO 
YOUR LIFE

LOOK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF 
GOD’S WORD IN 
THE WORLD
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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast. 
Each episode includes a quick conversation to help you prepare 
for your study, discussion, and application. The first week of 
each series, Eric will share key thoughts and hopes for your 
group.

If you missed the weekend message or want to review specific 
points, you can always watch, listen, and find bulletin notes 
online at marinerschurch.org/messages.

By keeping ourselves in the love of God who keeps us, we are 
best positioned to show the love and mercy of Jesus to those 
who are struggling or even leaving the faith.

Daily devotion, Prayer, Share Your Story, Serve the Community

What is the craziest “get rich quick” scam you have ever heard 

of? Why do people keep trying these scams? Why do people 

keep falling for them?

Leader Note: Have you ever gotten an email where someone has just 

inherited millions of dollars, but they need to get it to a bank in America, and 

if you give them your account info they will deposit it there and let you keep 

a percentage? Perhaps someone has promised to build an e-commerce store 

for you for a large sum of money, but assures you that it will pay for itself and 

then some with its passive income streams in a matter of months. These sorts 

of scams happen all the time, and unfortunately, people fall for them.

People are always trying to enrich themselves at the expense of others, and 

false teachers in the church operate similarly. They make big promises and 

come with flattering speeches, but they are only interested in enriching 

themselves at the church’s expense. Today, we will see how Jude warns us 

against such teachers and learn the steps we need to take to ensure we do 

not fall into their trap.

MAIN
POINT
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WEEK FOUR: KEEPING IN THE LOVE OF GOD
Group Discussion Guide

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/mariners-life-group-leader-podcast/id1553829230
https://www.marinerschurch.org/messages/
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Read Jude 12-13

12 These people are dangerous reefs at your love feasts as they eat with you 

without reverence. They are shepherds who only look after themselves. They are 

waterless clouds carried along by winds; trees in late autumn—fruitless, twice 

dead and uprooted. 13 They are wild waves of the sea, foaming up their shameful 

deeds; wandering stars for whom the blackness of darkness is reserved forever. 

Jude uses six unique illustrations to describe the false teachers 

and their impact on the Church. Which of these resonates with 

you the most? Explain.

Leader Note: An underwater reef causes real damage to an unsuspecting 

boat. Shepherds epitomized care for others before self. Clouds without rain 

never deliver what they promise, and moving ones are unstable. A tree 

without fruit in the autumn never fulfilled its purpose. Foaming wild waves are 

restless in their erratic and destructive behavior. Wandering stars appear just 

as unreliable as clouds, only on a more majestic scale. All of these metaphors 

communicate di�erent nuances as to the potential destructiveness of false 

teachers or others introducing and promoting unbiblical ideas to the Church.

Read Jude 20-23

20 But you, dear friends, as you build yourselves up in your most holy faith, 

praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting 

expectantly for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ for eternal life. 22 Have mercy 

on those who waver; 23 save others by snatching them from the fire; have mercy 

on others but with fear, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. 

Is it surprising to you that Jude instructs his readers twice to 

show mercy and even to save those who are going astray? Why 

or why not?

Leader Note: When we show mercy to those who go astray, we are showing 

the same grace to others that they have been shown through Christ. Our 

consistency can be restorative and winsome.

What is the relationship between “keeping ourselves in God’s 

love” and “waiting expectantly” for eternal life? 

LOOK
DOWN
LOOK AT 
GOD’S WORD
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Leader Note: We’ve already seen in our study of Jude that God keeps us in His 

love. How do we reconcile this with Jude’s command to keep ourselves in 

God’s love? Another way of putting this is to say that God “keeps” us, and we 

are to “keep ourselves.” Both are true, and neither can be sacrificed without 

missing something essential to the Christian pursuit of godliness and 

faithfulness. Jesus said something similar to His disciples in John 15:9: 

“...remain in my love.” Jesus loves us unconditionally, yet we have the 

obligation to remain within His love for us through obedience.

What are some current popular ideas or teachings that 

contradict God’s Word, yet find footing within the Church? 

What is an appropriate and Christlike response to these ideas 

we have discussed? 

What impact does succumbing to false teaching have on our 

ability to minister to the world effectively?

Which of the three action items from these verses—building 

each other up, praying, and waiting—are most difficult for you? 

Why? Which seems to come naturally, and how might you use 

that to encourage others?

Jude’s letter puts the burden for identifying and handling false 

teaching on all believers. What steps can we take to equip 

ourselves for this task?

Leader Note: More is required for purity and holiness than simply being in a 

church. We must be active in our churches, giving care to the well-being of 

others and extending mercy to those within the body of Christ. We do this by 

defending the truth of the gospel and standing on guard against false 

teachers—not simply acting for the benefit of others but for the enduring 

witness of the gospel. The foundation for this kind of activity within the church 

is the finished work of Christ. Our hope lies not in our own work or ability to 

attain holiness, but in the finished work of Christ to save us and make us holy.

LOOK IN
APPLY GOD’S 
WORD TO 
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GOD’S WORD IN 
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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast. 
Each episode includes a quick conversation to help you prepare 
for your study, discussion, and application. The first week of 
each series, Eric will share key thoughts and hopes for your 
group.

If you missed the weekend message or want to review specific 
points, you can always watch, listen, and find bulletin notes 
online at marinerschurch.org/messages.

Only God can ultimately protect us from stumbling, and we must 
trust in Him as the source of our stability in this life.

Daily Devotion, Prayer, Share Your Story, Serve the Community

What is the worst fall you have ever experienced (e.g., tripping 

on something or falling from a perilous height)? What injuries 

did you receive? What could have kept you from falling?

Leader Note: With any given fall in our lives, access to something or 

someone stable could have prevented that fall—such as a crutch, a walker, a 

wall, a table, or a friend. But falls are more than just physical in nature. We 

can fall morally and spiritually. While brothers and sisters in Christ can help us 

as we walk the walk of faith, it is ultimately only God who can protect us from 

stumbling, and we must trust in Him as the source of our stability in this life. 

Only then can we rightly sound the alarm and contend for the faith.

Read Jude 24-25

24 Now to him who is able to protect you from stumbling and to make you stand 

in the presence of his glory, without blemish and with great joy, 25 to the only 

God our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and 

authority before all time, now and forever. Amen.
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WEEK FIVE: GOD HAS YOU
Group Discussion Guide

Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast. 
Each episode includes a quick conversation to help you prepare 
for your study, discussion, and application. The first week of 
each series, Eric will share key thoughts and hopes for your 
group.

If you missed the weekend message or want to review specific 
points, you can always watch, listen, and find bulletin notes 
online at marinerschurch.org/messages.

By keeping ourselves in the love of God who keeps us, we are 
best positioned to show the love and mercy of Jesus to those 
who are struggling or even leaving the faith.

Daily devotion, Prayer, Share Your Story, Serve the Community

What is the craziest “get rich quick” scam you have ever heard 

of? Why do people keep trying these scams? Why do people 

keep falling for them?

Leader Note: Have you ever gotten an email where someone has just 

inherited millions of dollars, but they need to get it to a bank in America, and 

if you give them your account info they will deposit it there and let you keep 

a percentage? Perhaps someone has promised to build an e-commerce store 

for you for a large sum of money, but assures you that it will pay for itself and 

then some with its passive income streams in a matter of months. These sorts 

of scams happen all the time, and unfortunately, people fall for them.

People are always trying to enrich themselves at the expense of others, and 

false teachers in the church operate similarly. They make big promises and 

come with flattering speeches, but they are only interested in enriching 

themselves at the church’s expense. Today, we will see how Jude warns us 

against such teachers and learn the steps we need to take to ensure we do 

not fall into their trap.

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/mariners-life-group-leader-podcast/id1553829230
https://www.marinerschurch.org/messages/
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In the context of this letter, what does “stumbling” mean?

Leader Note: Jude wrote this letter to believers to warn them about false 

teachers who had entered their midst but denied the gospel. To “stumble” 

here was to follow in the path of the false teachers and thereby deny the faith 

rather than contend for it. To stumble is to fall away from Jesus as Savior and 

Lord and to use the grace of God as a license to sin.

What qualities of God does Jude highlight that make God 

worthy of glory? How do these relate to contending for the 

faith and persevering in it?

How is it that Christians are able to stand before God without 

blemish and with joy?

Leader Note: It is by God’s grace that we struggle with sin rather than give 

ourselves over to sin. Having been saved from sin and death through faith in 

Jesus and having received the gift of the Holy Spirit to sanctify us, Christians 

are to keep themselves in the love of God, await God’s mercy in Jesus, and 

fight against sin (Jude 21). But God purifies us of sin so that we can stand in 

His presence—clean from sin and full of joy. There is nothing more joyful than 

being right with Him and enjoying Him.

To what other things (people, institutions, etc.) does the world 

give “glory, majesty, power, and authority”? Are they worthy of 

it? Why or why not?

Where do you struggle to trust in God’s ability to protect you 

from stumbling? What effect has that had on your relationship 

with Him and others?

What truth is God inviting you into to combat that lie of 

self-reliance? What difference would it make to live out of 

that truth?

LOOK
DOWN
LOOK AT 
GOD’S WORD

LOOK IN
APPLY GOD’S 
WORD TO 
YOUR LIFE

LOOK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF 
GOD’S WORD IN 
THE WORLD


