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The story of Jesus’ birth has been retold countless times—how 
can we look at the incredible Christmas story with fresh eyes? 
Join us for our series, The Beauty of Christmas, as we step into 
five unique accounts in Scripture of Jesus’ arrival and see the 
wonder of Christmas.

Remember that you aren’t in this alone! God will help you 
prepare and lead your group discussion. Make it your goal to 
keep in step with the Holy Spirit! 

Pray and read the passage a few times on your own. Take a few 
minutes to identify what makes an impression for you and how 
the passage might impact your group.

Once you’ve taken some time to read the passage on your own, 
read through the entire Discussion Guide. Make sure you 
understand the Main Point. Identify which questions you want to 
use in your group time and rewrite them in your own words.

Once your group time is over, take a few minutes to evaluate the 
discussion. What went well? What could have been di�erent? 
If you had a “bad night,” DON’T GIVE UP! Everyone has tough 
nights. There were times that even the disciples didn’t get what 
Jesus was talking about!

SOME 
THINGS 
TO �EP 
IN MIND

Group Discussion Guide
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The following list is updated for each series to help you and 
members of your group understand and respond to the biblical 
truths we’re studying as a church. Don’t forget about the 
Mariners Annual Read and the Gospel Every Day podcast 
discussing each devotional.

The CSB Study Bible is an excellent resource if you’d prefer a 
physical copy of the translation used by Mariners Church. It is 
available for purchase online and in the bookstore at Irvine.

All Scripture references in this guide are CSB unless otherwise 
noted.

HOW TO USE THE GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

Discussions often take on a life of their own, but they typically 
lack power when they lack focus. The Discussion Leader ought to 
use the Main Point to keep everyone on the same page. To do 
this, you might say something like, "That is very interesting and a 
good topic for another discussion, but today's study is about..." 
and ask a question that brings people back to the topic of 
discussion. There will be times when it makes sense to ignore the 
Main Point—for example, when someone in your group 
experiences a significant crisis. If you decide to move away from 
the lesson’s Main Point, you want to do so on purpose and not 
by accident.

A prompt will be provided when one of the 7 Rhythms of Rooted 
has a natural point of emphasis. We want to help everyone 
continue to grow holistically in their spiritual journeys. Obviously, 
some rhythms always exist, like prayer, but occasionally it will be 
helpful to draw fresh attention to or spend additional time in one 
of the rhythms.

F�E
�SOURCES

MAIN
POINT

rhythm
�minde�

https://overcast.fm/itunes1546163482/mariners-annual-read-gospel-every-day
https://shop.marinerschurch.org/
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Where needed, each lesson may have several Leader Notes. 
This material will provide insight on how to steer the 
conversation and care for your people. Additionally, these notes 
will provide greater context to help you understand a di�cult 
word, phrase, or verse.

These questions will help kick-start your discussion time. The 
main goal for this time is to get everyone talking and prepare 
them for the more focused conversation to follow.

The goal for this section is to let the passage speak for itself and 
stand on its own. This isn’t easy! During this time, you will read 
the passage out loud (twice) and answer questions focused on 
the details of the biblical text.

Transformation comes from renewing your mind (Romans 12:2). 
The goal for this section is to look inward to allow God’s Word to 
change you from the inside out. Use this time to discuss how 
your thoughts and feelings are a�rmed and/or challenged.

Jesus calls us to love others, just as He loved us. Based on your 
understanding of the text and how God is transforming your 
heart, how will you treat others? How will you apply this teaching 
to all of your relationships and to everyone you will see this week 
and beyond?

Be sure to close your time together in prayer. You can take 
requests from the group, invite others to lead, and bring God the 
needs that stood out to you in your group time.

�� IN
BREAK 
THE ICE

�ader
notes

�OK
�WN
LOOK AT 
GOD’S WORD

�OK IN
APPLY GOD’S 
WORD TO 
YOUR LIFE

�OK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF 
GOD’S WORD IN 
THE WORLD
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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast. 
Each episode includes a quick conversation to help you prepare 
for your study, discussion, and application. The first week of 
each series, Eric will share key thoughts and hopes for your 
group.

If you missed the weekend message or want to review specific 
points, you can always watch, listen, and find bulletin notes 
online at marinerschurch.org/messages.

Christmas is the stunning and beautiful fulfillment of a prophecy 
given hundreds of years earlier—that Christ would come to this 
world to be our Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 
Father, and Prince of Peace.

Worship, Repentance, Prayer

Name one or two leaders that you deeply admire. What 

qualities or traits do they have that cause you to admire them 

the way you do? Are the characteristics that first attracted 

you to this leader the same ones that keep you following him 

or her? 

Leader Note: In his book, The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership, renowned 

leadership expert John C. Maxwell writes, “Everything rises and falls on 

leadership.”

The hard reality of this truth is di�cult to ignore, particularly if we filter this 

quote through the numerous moral and ethical failures of leaders in recent 

years. Yet despite these challenging times, we do still hope for great leaders.

MAIN
POINT

Rhythm
Reminder

P�PA�

�� IN
BREAK 
THE ICE

WEEK 1: A WONDERFUL P�MISE
Group Discussion Guide

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/mariners-life-group-leader-podcast/id1553829230
https://www.marinerschurch.org/messages/
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�OK
�WN
LOOK AT 
GOD’S WORD

The book of Isaiah records a time in the nation of Israel’s history in which they 

were particularly hopeful for a great leader to aid them. They had placed their 

hope in a lot of di�erent leaders and people, and all of them fell short. Yet God 

promised a servant king as their deliverer—Jesus Christ, the One whose birth 

we celebrate during Christmas. Today we will look at that beautiful promise, 

as well as the attributes of Jesus and His Kingship. He is the One in whom we 

must all place our hope.

Read Isaiah 9:6-7

6 For a child will be born for us, a son will be given to us, and the government will 

be on his shoulders. He will be named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal 

Father, Prince of Peace. 7 The dominion will be vast, and its prosperity will never 

end. He will reign on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish and 

sustain it with justice and righteousness from now on and forever. The zeal of the 

LORD of Armies will accomplish this.

Based on His many titles in verse 6, how will this Promised Son 

govern as King? 

Why do you think these particular traits were promised? How 

might they have appealed to Isaiah’s earliest listeners? 

Leader Note: This Promised Son has many names in verse 6, and each 

conveys a di�erent aspect of the manner in which He will govern as King. 

“Wonderful Counselor” speaks to the infinite wisdom He will have as King. 

“Mighty God” references His leadership as one with perfect and unmatched 

power. “Everlasting Father” communicates that He will be a perfect provider 

who governs His subjects with compassion. “Prince of Peace” tells us that this 

Son’s Kingdom will never contain any form of hostility. Everything needed for 

peace will be provided. Depending on where your group members are or how 

things are going in our world, one of these names might be more appealing 

than others. Taken together, the text tells us that this Son will rule perfectly 

like no other in Israel’s history (or anyone else’s for that matter!).

Verse 7 describes in more detail what this Promised Son’s rule 

will be like. What else do we learn about the nature of this 

King’s future rule?

What motivated the Lord to fulfill His promise (v.7)?
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Leader Note: God promises that this King’s rule will never end, and it will be 

unshakeably reliable. No injustice, no oppression, no hate…it will be a just 

government that will never end. The reason God promises to do this is 

perhaps the most shocking thing of all: He promises to do it because He 

desires with a burning passion, or jealousy, to see it come to be.

How did Jesus prove that He was the Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Eternal Father, and Prince of Peace?

Leader Note: Remember that Jesus’ birth is not the only thing promised: the 

nature of His rule and His Kingdom was also promised. Yet Jesus never sat on 

an Earthly, political throne. The goal of this conversation is to draw points of 

connection between Jesus’ life and teaching to the promise made about Him 

and His rule in Isaiah, thus giving assurance that who He is and what He has 

done was indeed fulfilled in His birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension, and 

eventual return. In week 3 of this series, we’ll talk more about the nature of the 

“Kingdom of God” in the coming of Jesus.

To what other things does society turn to in the search for 

long-lasting peace and justice in our world? Are these things 

sufficient or capable? Why or why not?

What is the Church’s responsibility to the community when the 

community puts its hope for peace and justice in inadequate 

leaders or systems?

Which of the traits of Jesus mentioned in this passage appeal 

to you the most and why?

�OK IN
APPLY GOD’S 
WORD TO 
YOUR LIFE

�OK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF 
GOD’S WORD IN 
THE WORLD
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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast. 
Each episode includes a quick conversation to help you prepare 
for your study, discussion, and application. The first week of 
each series, Eric will share key thoughts and hopes for your 
group.

If you missed the weekend message or want to review specific 
points, you can always watch, listen, and find bulletin notes 
online at marinerschurch.org/messages.

Jesus’ arrival is proof that God keeps His promises. Being a 
Christian is not about keeping your promises to God, but God 
keeping His promise to us.

Worship, Repentance, Prayer

Have you ever made a promise that you did not or could not 

keep? If comfortable, share this story with the group.

Leader Note: One of the more challenging things associated with making 

promises is that sometimes there truly are circumstances beyond our control 

that make it impossible for us to do what we promised. We are fallen, finite 

beings who, despite our best intentions, cannot will things to be exactly as 

we would have them be. 

The Lord isn’t limited in the same way. As we learned in our group last time, 

God made a promise to send a King who would be called Wonderful 

Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, and Prince of Peace (Isaiah 9:6-7). 

And because God is God, He is perfectly able to keep His promise, as He did 

in His Son, Jesus Christ. This is what Matthew sought to reinforce with the 

readers of his Gospel account: that God kept His promise of eternal kingship 

in His Son, Jesus. We’ll look at a few places in the first chapters of Matthew 

that serve as evidence of Jesus’ identity as the Messiah-King.

MAIN
POINT

Rhythm
Reminder

P�PA�

�� IN
BREAK 
THE ICE

WEEK 2: MA��W’S VIEW: GOD �EPS HIS P�MISES
Group Discussion Guide

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/mariners-life-group-leader-podcast/id1553829230
https://www.marinerschurch.org/messages/
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�OK
�WN
LOOK AT 
GOD’S WORD

Read Matthew 1:1-17

Leader Note: It may not be necessary to read through the entire lineage, but 

the discussion questions that follow do stem from a couple of di�erent places 

in the text.

Does anyone in the group have something unique in their 

lineage they can share with the group? For example, is anyone 

directly descended from royalty, or does anyone have any 

other famous people in their family line? 

What purpose do lineages serve? Why do we need them? What 

do we gain from them? 

Is there anything in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus that stands 

out to you? Explain.

Leader Note: There are lots of reasons people take interest in their lineage. 

Some wish to validate an interesting story or look for famous ancestors, while 

others may have more practical reasons, such as needing to locate birth 

parents or look for an heir to a family inheritance. Likewise, Matthew likely had 

a number of purposes for including Jesus’s genealogy at the beginning of his 

Gospel account.

For example, the fact that Matthew mentions Gentiles, women, and a number 

of notorious “sinners” in a Jewish lineage emphasizes just how complex God’s 

means of accomplishing His will really can be. But by referring to Jesus as the 

Son of Abraham and the Son of David, Matthew is emphasizing that Jesus was 

promised. God may often seem to have forgotten His promises, but if there’s 

anything we can learn from a list of ancestors, it’s that He is in the process 

even now, always working out His plan on His own timeline.

Yet this is not the only way in which Matthew reinforces how God kept His 

promise in Jesus.

What is significant about the fact that the angel refers to 

Joseph as “son of David”? How does this relate to the idea 

that Jesus was promised?

Who gave Jesus His name? What does this communicate 

about God and His promise to send the Messiah?
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Leader Note: By noting how the angel referred to Joseph as “son of David,” 

Matthew drops yet another hint about Jesus being the fulfillment of God’s 

promise (something Joseph probably appreciated hearing at this moment!). It 

is also interesting that neither the mother nor the father gets to name Jesus, 

which was Jewish tradition. Only God gives Jesus this name. God takes away 

the right from His Earthly parents and directly gives Jesus His identity and 

purpose. Joseph and Mary are not allowed to believe that they are primarily 

responsible for the child’s identity and purpose. They are not the child’s true 

stewards, because this is not just another human child. He’s the King of Kings. 

He’s the Lord of Lords. No one else can name Him other than His Heavenly 

Father, and this helps us see that Jesus really is the fulfillment of God’s 

promise of a Messiah.

How important are promises in our culture? Are they valued 

greatly? Treated flippantly? Somewhere in between? 

How could a conversation about the importance of making and 

keeping promises lead to a conversation about how God kept 

His promise in sending Jesus? 

How does a season in which we remember Jesus’ arrival help us 

serve our community and prepare the way for Jesus’ return?

What is the hardest part about trusting a promise of God? 

Is it a lack of trust in the source based on past experience? 

Is it having to wait on its fulfillment? Is it coming to terms with 

what is actually promised? Explain. 

Is there someone in your life that struggles to believe (or 

adamantly denies) God’s promise of a Savior in Jesus? How 

does the Christmas story equip you to engage in a dialogue 

with them about how God makes and keeps His promises? 

Leader Note: Though Matthew was Jewish, as a tax collector for the Romans, 

he had essentially betrayed and left his own people and enriched himself in 

the process. It’s an incredible story of grace not only that Matthew believed in 

Jesus, but that he would write the Gospel account that most heavily 

emphasizes the need for Jewish people to believe in Jesus as their Messiah.

�OK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF 
GOD’S WORD IN 
THE WORLD

�OK IN
APPLY GOD’S 
WORD TO 
YOUR LIFE
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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast. 
Each episode includes a quick conversation to help you prepare 
for your study, discussion, and application. The first week of 
each series, Eric will share key thoughts and hopes for your 
group.

If you missed the weekend message or want to review specific 
points, you can always watch, listen, and find bulletin notes 
online at marinerschurch.org/messages.

Jesus’ Kingdom is other-wordly. His Kingdom is certain, 
everlasting, and our King rules with grace and justice. 
This is truly good news!

Repentance, Share Your Story, Serve the Community

What is a place you’ve visited that particularly struck you as 

“other-worldly”? What aspects of that place (geography, 

culture, etc.) stood out to you?

Leader Note: Upon landing after his October 2021 space flight, William 

Shatner told Je� Bezos, “I hope I never recover from this. I hope I can 

maintain what I feel now. I don't want to lose it. It's so, so much larger 

than me.” But we need not leave Earth to visit a place that can seem 

other-worldly. Perhaps group members have visited Maui, where beaches 

and mountains and rainforests and martian-type landscapes all exist 

mere miles apart. 

Maybe someone has visited a developing country or a 
communist nation, or perhaps even a country in which 
Muslim extremism reigns supreme. The norms, mores, and 
values of these places would truly shock someone the first 
time they enter. 

MAIN
POINT

Rhythm
Reminder

P�PA�
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WEEK 3: MARK’S VIEW: JE�S B�NGS A BE�ER �NG�M
Group Discussion Guide

https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/mariners-life-group-leader-podcast/id1553829230
https://www.marinerschurch.org/messages/
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�OK
�WN
LOOK AT 
GOD’S WORD

John 18:28-40 records a conversation between the 
recently-arrested Jesus and the Roman leader Pilate in which 
Jesus tells Pilate that His Kingdom is “not of this world” (v.36). 
Whatever Pilate thought about kings and kingdoms, it was 
completely di�erent—even “other-worldly”—from Jesus’ 
Kingdom. This is the emphasis of the Gospel of Mark. While scant 
on the details, the Gospel of Mark consistently emphasizes for us 
that the coming of Jesus is the arrival of the Kingdom of God—a 
better Kingdom than we could ever create for ourselves. The 
goal of our group time is to generally understand what the 
Kingdom of God is and what we must do as a result.

Read Mark 1:14-15

14 After John was arrested, Jesus went to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 

God: 15 “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near. Repent and 

believe the good news!”

Leader Note: By declaring that the time was fulfilled, Jesus was saying 

something truly Earth-shattering: Jesus’ coming was the defining moment in 

history to date. God, in His infinite wisdom, sovereignty, and love, had ended 

the time of prophecies about Jesus and actually sent Jesus! The promise had 

been made, and now the promise was kept! By virtue of the fact that King 

Jesus was “near” (that is, spatially present), the Kingdom of God was near.

What is Jesus demanding of us when He tells us to “repent and 

believe”? What are we repenting from? What are we to 

believe? What is the relationship between these things and the 

Kingdom of God?

Leader Note: Jesus declared that with His arrival, the time of the Messiah-King 

had arrived. This was good news … so good, that the very word for “good 

news” in Greek (used most often in reference to military battles won) would 

come to mean this specific good news! The arrival of Jesus demands a change 

in thinking and living. Repentance is a decisive change in a new direction 

predicated upon this good news.

As Mark is using this phrase to sum up all of Jesus’ teaching and ministry, 

ultimately the call is to repent from sin and believe in the life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus. 



12

Although Mark’s Gospel makes it clear to us, at the time, the 
nature of Jesus’ Kingdom was not clear to many. While all Jews 
a�rmed God was King of the Universe and King of Israel, they 
believed the ultimate manifestation of God’s Kingdom would 
come in the form of a Messiah-King. While Jesus certainly 
a�rmed and fulfilled this, the nature of His Kingdom was vastly 
di�erent from contemporary expectations for a military or 
political leader who would come once the people had reached a 
certain level of righteousness and spiritual zeal. Jesus wasn’t 
calling on people to repent and believe so that the Kingdom of 
God might be compelled to come, but because His arrival 
marked its coming.

Thus, the nature of Jesus’ claim to kingship was confusing for 
many, and much of the Gospel of Mark is dedicated toward 
Jesus’ teaching about the Kingdom of God’s true nature. This 
was often done through parables, including the Parable of the 
Mustard Seed.

Read Mark 4:30-32

30 And he said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable 

can we use to describe it? 31 It’s like a mustard seed that, when sown upon the 

soil, is the smallest of all the seeds on the ground. 32 And when sown, it comes up 

and grows taller than all the garden plants, and produces large branches, so that 

the birds of the sky can nest in its shade.”

What is Jesus teaching about the nature of the Kingdom of God 

in this parable? How does it compare to the expectations that 

Jesus’ audience had about the Kingdom of God?

Leader Note: This parable teaches us something about the nature of the 

Kingdom of God and its eternal certainty. There was likely no doubt in Jesus’ 

audience that the final Kingdom of God would come; the question was 

whether Jesus was its King, given that He was not meeting their political or 

military expectations.
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The Parable of the Mustard Seed shows us that while the final Kingdom of God 

may look unimpressive at the time of its beginning, we should not dismiss it. 

The Kingdom is present, though it may be easily ignored. Though some may 

not recognize it for what it is and what it will be, Jesus knows exactly what it 

is and urges us to repent and believe as a result.

How do the elements of Jesus’ birth narrative (born of a virgin, 

born in a stable, living as a refugee as a child, growing up in a 

humble village, and so on) line up with the true nature of God’s 

Kingdom?

What other “kingdoms” might we turn to in an effort to bring 

the realities of the Kingdom of God to bear in our world?

What does ministry to the world look like for Mariners if the 

building of the Kingdom of God is up to God, not us?

Leader Note: We must respond to and participate in God’s Kingdom, but 

God's Kingdom is just that: God’s. He’s the One building it. It is our job to 

believe and to respond to His truth and to live as citizens of His Kingdom. As 

we live gospel-centered lives and proclaim Jesus to the world, the Kingdom of 

God spreads until one day—at the return of Christ—the whole Earth will be 

living under His loving kingship.

Are “repentance and belief” things we do once, or things we do 

in an ongoing manner? Explain.

Leader Note: To be a follower of Jesus is to be constantly repenting and 

constantly believing. Even the Greek in Mark 1:15 is written in such a way so as 

to drive this point home. In the same way that a doctor might tell you, “Do not 

eat red meat!”, you wouldn’t just skip beef for one meal, but try to avoid it 

every meal. You would have to make a conscious decision each and every 

meal to avoid red meat. It’s the same with repentance and belief. Minute by 

minute, we must make the choice as citizens of God’s Kingdom to repent and 

believe.

If you are a follower of Jesus, share with the group one or two 

of the things that immediately had to change for you as a result 

of your deciding to become a Christian.

�OK IN
APPLY GOD’S 
WORD TO 
YOUR LIFE

�OK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF 
GOD’S WORD IN 
THE WORLD
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Are there areas of our lives that the Kingdom of God does not 

lay claim to, and that we therefore need not repent from? 

Explain.

What are some ways you have seen God’s Kingdom grow from 

small beginnings, such as a relationship with someone or a 

seemingly insignificant event?

Leader Note: The Mustard Seed parable is a challenge to our perception 

and judgment about smallness and significance. We should expect and 

implement “mustard seed” thinking; that is, we should not doubt the power 

and providence of God in the smallest of gospel gestures or gospel words. It’s 

in these moments that powerful things are at work.
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Listen and subscribe to the Mariners Life Group Leader Podcast. 
Each episode includes a quick conversation to help you prepare 
for your study, discussion, and application. The first week of 
each series, Eric will share key thoughts and hopes for your 
group.

If you missed the weekend message or want to review specific 
points, you can always watch, listen, and find bulletin notes 
online at marinerschurch.org/messages.

In Luke’s Christmas story, we are invited to worship the One 
who has come to give us life—and this is for our good and joy.

Worship, Share your Story, Prayer

As 2022 nears its end, reflect for a few moments about the 

past year. What experiences have you had that you never want 

to forget? Why do you not want to forget these things?

Leader Note: One of the great things about being part of a Life Group at 

Mariners is that we get to do life together. We are there for each other 

whenever we have the opportunity to share in truly wonderful gifts from the 

Lord, very di�cult circumstances, and everything in between. While 

discussions like this are more likely to be positive and upbeat, it’s possible 

that members of your group may never want to forget something very 

di�cult that happened to them.

Maybe they recognize some of the gifts that came from the pain, 
or maybe they are still seeking to learn more about God and 
grow in their faith through it.

MAIN
POINT
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�OK
�WN
LOOK AT 
GOD’S WORD

Regardless of the memory or the motive, there are many 
experiences in our life that are defining and that never lose their 
sense of wonder. The announcement of Jesus’ birth was one such 
event for many, as we’ll see in Luke’s account of Jesus’ birth.

Read Luke 2:8-12

8 In the same region, shepherds were staying out in the fields and keeping watch 

at night over their flock. 9 Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel 

said to them, “Don’t be afraid, for look, I proclaim to you good news of great joy 

that will be for all the people: 11 Today in the city of David a Savior was born for 

you, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be the sign for you: You will find a 

baby wrapped tightly in cloth and lying in a manger.”

This passage may be familiar, but it is nonetheless marvelous. 

What are some of the things that are particularly astounding to 

you in this passage?

What is the significance of the fact that God revealed the 

arrival of Jesus to shepherds?

Leader Note: Jesus’ birth became a reason for celebration by the greatest (the 

angels) and the least (the shepherds). That diversity alone is astonishing. By 

letting the shepherds know about the good news of Jesus’ birth and sending 

them to meet Him, God made it clear that no one was outside His love. 

Perhaps more shocking is that shepherds simply were not trusted in Jesus’ 

day, so much so that they were not permitted to give witness in legal 

hearings. One could argue that tax collectors held higher social standings. 

God picked the most disreputable people to hear and spread the good news 

about the most important thing that had ever happened in all of history.

What three titles were given to Jesus in verse 11? What is 

significant about them? How does their meaning line up with 

the fact that Jesus would be found “lying in a manger”?
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Leader Note: In Jesus’ day, people usually thought of “saviors” as those who 

claimed to heal or to rescue others from danger. Jesus would infuse the title 

with a much deeper meaning. He had come to save people from their sins. 

Luke also identified Jesus as Messiah the Lord. This name emphasizes that 

God chose Jesus and set Him aside for a special purpose, and that Jesus was 

not only human, but also divine. Given who Jesus was, it is a wonder He was 

born in such humble circumstances. Then again, perhaps it was only fitting 

that Jesus, “...existing in the form of God, did not consider equality with God 

as something to be exploited. Instead he emptied himself by assuming the 

form of a servant, taking on the likeness of humanity…” (Philippians 2:6-7).

Read Luke 2:13-20

13 Suddenly there was a multitude of the heavenly host with the angel, praising 

God and saying: 14 Glory to God in the highest heaven, and peace on earth to 

people he favors! 

15 When the angels had left them and returned to heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let’s go straight to Bethlehem and see what has happened, which 

the Lord has made known to us.”  16 They hurried o� and found both Mary and 

Joseph, and the baby who was lying in the manger. 17 After seeing them, they 

reported the message they were told about this child, 18 and all who heard it were 

amazed at what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary was treasuring up all 

these things in her heart and meditating on them. 20 The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all the things they had seen and heard, which were 

just as they had been told. 

What are some of the things that are worthy of our wonder in 

this passage?

Leader Note: The transition from one angel to a multitude is astonishing in 

and of itself, but the fact these angels are described as a host is to define 

them as an other-worldly regimen of soldiers too large to count. Yet these 

soldiers do not chant about war but about peace and favor.

Based on what you know about Jesus’ life written about in the 

Gospels, in what sense did the arrival of Jesus bring peace on 

Earth and favor to people? 

Leader Note: The ruling Roman empire had fought hard to establish its 

infamous Pax Romana through royal decree and military might, but Jesus’ 

birth brought about a di�erent kind of peace entirely, and thus God’s favor to 

those who believe it. In the birth, life, death, resurrection and ascension of 

Jesus, there is peace between God and man. This is true favor!
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Note Mary’s response. What do you think “treasuring things 

up” and “meditating” on these wonderful events looked like? 

What did it achieve?

Leader Note: Mary’s response to all of these awe-inspiring events is set up in 

direct contrast to the amazement of the shepherds. She does not “wonder” 

with amazement, but with rumination…even wrestling with and interpreting 

the events as they happened to her. She experienced these events in a way 

that no one else could, and this required and elicited a unique response. Some 

scholars believe it provided Luke the very firsthand account of these events 

that make up the beginning of his Gospel.

Has our culture lost its sense of wonder when it comes to 

Christmas? Explain.

Why is Jesus’ birth good news for “all the people”? What is 

Mariners Church doing to help spread this news around the 

world? How can you help?

What is your response to the wonder of Jesus’ birth? Like the 

shepherds, do you marvel that the story is for you and are you 

eager to tell others? Like Mary, do you need time to meditate 

over it? Are you compelled to worship like the angels? Explain.

�OK IN
APPLY GOD’S 
WORD TO 
YOUR LIFE

�OK OUT
IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANCE OF 
GOD’S WORD IN 
THE WORLD
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