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I AM BORED…

BUT GOD IS 
THRILLING 

Week 6 

Romans 11:33-36
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WEEK 6

A HYMN OF PRAISE

33 Oh, the depth of the riches 
and the wisdom and the knowledge 
of God! How unsearchable his 
judgments    
and untraceable his ways!

34 For who has known the mind of 
the Lord?    

Or who has been his counselor?

35 And who has ever given to God, 
that he should be repaid?

36 For from him and through him 
and to him are all things. 
To him be the glory forever. Amen.

ROMANS 11:33-36
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People often confess they are bored with their jobs, their 
homes, their hobbies, and even their lives. Boredom is a sin 
that leads to other sins, a sin that leads us down dangerous 
paths of searching for excitement and life. Boredom is a sin 
because God is thrilling. We never become bored of Him 
when we are looking at Him. He is amazing and He invites us 
on a thrilling mission.

LEAN IN

Who is a celebrity you would like to switch lives with?

LOOK DOWN Read Romans 11:33-36 (pg. 108)

What stands out to you about the way this passage describes God?

LIFE GROUP  
DISCUSSION GUIDE
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LIFE GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

LOOK OUT

What are some traps people fall into amidst their boredom?

How does culture affirm these seemingly thrilling things?

LOOK IN

How has God uniquely wired you to participate in His purposes?

How are you cultivating a passion for God and His mission in your life?

RHYTHM REMINDER: SERVE THE COMMUNITY

Our hope for every Life Group is that you would be able to serve in Outreach 
2-3 times a year to best support the spiritual growth and health of your 
group. We believe it’s imperative to serve others as Jesus did and we know 
something special happens when you serve alongside your group. Spend time 
in your group today planning your next Serve Experience. All Outreach Serve 
opportunities are available to you on the Life Group Leader resources webpage.



112

WEEK 6

112

PSALM 145
PRAISING GOD’S GREATNESS

A HYMN OF DAVID

1 I exalt you, my God the King, 
and bless your name forever and ever.

2 I will bless you every day;  
I will praise your name forever and 
ever.

3 The LORD is great and is highly 
praised;    
his greatness is unsearchable.

4 One generation will declare your 
works to the next   
and will proclaim your mighty acts.

5 I will speak of your splendor and 
glorious majesty   
and your wondrous works.

6 They will proclaim the power of 
your awe-inspiring acts,  
and I will declare your greatness.

7 They will give a testimony of your 
great goodness   
 and will joyfully sing of your 
righteousness.

8 The LORD is gracious and 
compassionate, slow to anger and 
great in faithful love.

9 The LORD is good to everyone; 

his compassion rests on all he has 
made.

10 All you have made will thank you, 
LORD; the faithful will bless you.

11 They will speak of the glory of your 
kingdom    
and will declare your might,

12 informing all people of your 
mighty acts    
and of the glorious splendor of your 
kingdom.

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom; your rule is for all 
generations.    
The LORD is faithful in all his words 
and gracious in all his actions.

14 The LORD helps all who fall; 
he raises up all who are oppressed.

15 All eyes look to you,  
and you give them their food at the 
proper time.

16 You open your hand  
and satisfy the desire of every living 
thing.



113113

PSALM & REFLECTION

YOUR GIFTS

YOUR TIME

YOUR FINANCES

How are you praising God with:

17 The LORD is righteous in all his 
ways     
and faithful in all his acts.

18 The LORD is near all who call 
out to him, all who call out to him 
with integrity.

19 He fulfills the desires of those who 
fear him;    

he hears their cry for help and saves 
them.

20 The LORD guards all those 
who love him, but he destroys all 
the wicked.

21 My mouth will declare the LORD’s 
praise; let every living thing  
bless his holy name forever and ever.



114114

WEEK 6

SANTIAGO’S 
STORY
BY JULIE FRANCIS

After meeting Santiago, you will 
immediately learn of God’s handiwork 
throughout his life when he mentions 
his involvement with Lighthouse 
Community Center (LCC) in Santa 
Ana. Growing up in an apartment 
across the street from LCC became 
an amazing blessing in Santiago’s life. 
As a result, he graduated from UCI in 
June with a major in political science 
and a minor in history, heading into a 
bright future.

Santiago’s personal journey started 
when his mother enrolled him in LCC 
when he was in kindergarten. His 
parents wanted him to have a better 
life, which education and mentoring 
could provide. None of Santiago’s 
siblings or parents went to college. 
But as the youngest child in his family 
(and a feisty one at that), Santiago 
was reluctant to go to LCC, and he 
soon began ditching afternoons 
at LCC. 

One mentor named Felipo sensed 

Santiago’s potential and walked over 
to Santiago’s apartment when he 
didn’t show up to LCC after school. 
But Santiago pretended that he 
wasn’t home and didn’t answer the 

SANTIAGO WITH HIS MENTOR, FELIPO
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door. That didn’t stop Felipo. He 
would call Santiago and ask, “How 
are you doing today? Do you want to 
grab something to eat? Do you want 
to go to a movie?” LCC’s volunteers 
really invested time and poured 
spiritual knowledge with prayer 
over him. His parents, tutors, and 
mentors saw his aptitude and never 
gave up on him. Then, Santiago’s 
heart changed at winter camp in the 
7th grade when he became a true 
believer in Christ. 

Through his growing faith, he learned 
to nurture other youths in their walk 
with God. Some asked if Santiago 
would pray over them. As a high 
school student, he was in awe of that 
request. He asked Felipo if he was 
qualified to do that. Not only did 
Felipo encourage Santiago to pray 
over others, he also encouraged him 
to baptize others in high school—all 
while Santiago was getting straight A’s 
and serving as senior class president. 

Learning to live with God’s 
fearlessness in his heart was so 
impressed upon him at LCC youth 
camps that Santiago became 
motivated to change the world 
through leadership. Other LCC staff 
mentors also urged Santiago to give 
back to his community. He created 

LCC group events, volunteered as a 
camp counselor, tutored youths with 
their studies, and shared with others 
his reward that God had bestowed 
upon him. Santiago became a role 
model for the kids at LCC who came 
from the same local Santa Ana 
community.

Today, he gives tours at LCC and 
helps others believe in God’s love by 
being a shining example of what it 
means to be Christlike. His service 
impacts many youths as they apply to 
schools, personal growth programs, 
and financial aid, and he encourages 
them to work hard and not give up.  

Whether Santiago decides to go to 
graduate school or law school in the 
coming years, his vision is clear. With 
God being for him, with him, and in 
him, he can make any community he 
chooses to serve a better place. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY BARBARA BERG & THOMAS POMPEO 



JOY

BY: MAREYA L

AGE: 15
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LOVING AND 
SERVING OUR 
CITIES AND BEYOND
BY RODERICK GARCIA

“Pursue the well-being of the city I 
have deported you to. Pray to the 
Lord on its behalf, for when it thrives, 
you will thrive.” (Jer 29:7)

“Isn’t this the fast I choose: To 
break the chains of wickedness, to 

untie the ropes of the yoke, to set 
the oppressed free, and to tear off 
every yoke?” (Isa 58:6)

As Christ-followers, we have been 
given the divine opportunity and 
invitation to be part of God’s plan 
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to redeem and restore His people. 
Just as He has redeemed us and is 
restoring each of us every single day, 
we are lovingly invited to be a part 
of God’s plan to seek the “welfare 
of the city,” to “lose the bonds of 
wickedness…to let the oppressed 
go free.” 

We are confident in our calling to 
Jesus, and being called to Jesus 
means being called to His people. 
We show the good news of Jesus to 
the vulnerable locally and globally. 
Biblical scholars have identified the 
quartet of the vulnerable in Scripture 
as the orphan, the widow, the poor, 
and the immigrant (Deut 10:17-18, 
Zech 7:9-10). Jesus says that how 
we treat the least of these is how we 
treat Him (Matt 25:40). 

We share the love of Jesus by striving 
to create sustainable, long-term 
change, and restoring hope for at-
risk youth, families, and communities 
all in the name of Jesus. For more 
than 30 years, God has given us the 
gift of serving the beautiful city of 
Santa Ana. Since then, we have seen 
God move mightily across southern 
California and beyond. We have seen 
Him bring hope and salvation to 
youth in Santa Ana where gangs and 
drugs have gripped many people. We 
have seen community and belonging 
built among our ESL and refugee 

families. We have seen God use His 
people to meet the tangible needs of 
foster families and families in crisis. 
We have seen our church respond 
and run to desperate places during 
natural disasters. The miracles we’ve 
seen are endless, including what God 
has done in the life of one woman, 
Leticia. 

Leticia grew up in Mexico and faced 
very traumatic experiences. She was 
the victim of sexual abuse that began 
in Mexico and took her into a deep 
depression. She escaped the abuse 
by fleeing Mexico and moving into 
the Wilshire community in Santa 
Ana. At times, Leticia felt the weight 
of guilt for the quality of life she 
was offering her kids. After a while, 
she hit a point where the weight of 
the pain and abuse she carried was 
too much for her, and she began to 
contemplate suicide.

In 2010, a Lighthouse Community 
Center opened up in her 
neighborhood. This led to an 
invitation for her to give “community” 
a try again and to break the isolation 
that she so believed was keeping her 
safe. Jesus led her into a Bible study 
where He began to untie the grips 
of depression. She began to learn of 
Jesus’ love and made the decision to 
invite Jesus into her heart. 
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Since then, Leticia has been 
faithfully serving at our LCC 
Wilshire community as our Senior 
Coach for Family and Community 
Engagement. Even in the midst of the 
increased isolation brought on by the 
pandemic, she felt God leading her 
to intentionally invite other women 
into a small group space to go deeper 
into God’s Word. She recognized the 
life transformation God had done and 
is still doing in her life. She has joy, a 
new identity, and a calling when there 
used to be hopelessness, depression, 
isolation, and darkness in her heart. 
God rescued her from isolation and 
Leticia believes that He will do that 
with other community parents. 

Leticia shared with the women she 
leads, “For one person without 
Christ it’s very difficult to carry our 
burdens, but with Christ all things 
are possible. I was buried in a tomb 
and Christ rescued me. He fixed his 
eyes on me and rescued me.” More 
women like Leticia are still coming to 
Jesus and experiencing His goodness 
and transformation. 

Because of our love for Jesus and 
our commitment to His Word, we 
demonstrate the love of Jesus and 
help build bridges to bring people 
together around God’s Word. 



GENESIS 1:1

BY: NATANYAH CAPUTO

AGE: 10
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“I AM”

BY: CHARLENE TSAI
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Meet some of the faces behind this magazine. Creatives unique 
in their respected crafts, these are people who collectively came 
together for the sake of making meaningful art for their Maker. 
Filled with desire to exercise their spiritual gifts, they responded 
by wholeheartedly dedicating their time to art that would 
highlight the glory of the Ultimate Artist, Jesus Christ. The beauty 
of this pursuit in the body derives not only from diversity, but 
unity found as a whole.

In this magazine, your faithful team of volunteers felt compelled 
to create a body of work that would be deeply story-oriented, 
one that paid attention to the totality of the testimony through 
a vulnerable, authentic lens. They thought it fitting to complete 
a project that would not only serve our church but share the 
transformative power of God amidst a hurt and fractured world. 

Just as the Creator created us, each one of us was 
made to create. It is hardwired into our system, 
weaved into the very fabric of our being. We 
look to His artistry all the time and continually 
attempt to mirror it. So, in a world where we 
could be creating for any reason, how wonderful 
does it become when we willingly choose to 
offer our creations back to the One who made 
them possible?

Do you have an artistic passion that you desire to 
use for God? The Mariners Creative Arts Ministry 
would love to welcome you on our team to join us 
on this divine mission.

MADE TO CREATE: 
A LETTER FROM THE CONTRIBUTORS

Scan the QR Code 
to learn about 
volunteering at 
Mariners!
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Special thanks to everyone 
who courageously shared 
their stories with our church. 
Thank you for encouraging us 
to bring all our big burdens, 
struggles, and fears to our 
bigger God. 

“For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be 
the glory forever. Amen.” (Romans 11:36)

This magazine is designed and created by an incredible team of 
volunteers from our church who said “yes” to God’s calling and 
chose to use their passions, gifts, and experiences to bless others. 
We hope that as you’ve gone through this magazine and this 
series, their work has inspired you in your walk with Jesus and 
encouraged you to take your next courageous step of faith as you 
trust Him to be bigger than any circumstance you might be facing.

For some of you, your next step might be to jump in and begin 
serving at Mariners. If you’d like to use your creative gifts to serve 
others, we invite you to visit the Volunteer at Mariners page on 
the Mariners website to get started. We’d love to have you join 
our team. 

We’re so grateful for everyone who contributed pieces, edited, and 
informed the contents of this magazine, and for the leadership and 
vision of our Senior Pastor, Eric Geiger. Thank you for inspiring all 
of us to follow Jesus and fearlessly change the world.

Liz Powers
Content Pastor

Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture 
quotations are taken from the Christian 
Standard Bible®. 

Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible 
Publishers. Used by permission. 

Christian Standard Bible® and CSB® 
are federally registered trademarks of 
Holman Bible Publishers.
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CREATIVE ARTS VOLUNTEERS 

EDITORIAL TEAM:

NU YANG
Project Editor

DARREN TOW
Assistant Project Editor

BRANDON GROSS
Creative Writing Lead

PAM VASQUEZ
Project Manager/Graphic Design Lead

BARBARA BERG
Photography Lead

VOLUNTEER CONTRIBUTORS:

ANGEL AN | Graphic Design Support

MARSHA BERGER | Editing

MONICA BRISLAWN | Editing 

MARTHA CAPUTO | Original Artwork 

NATANYAH CAPUTO | Original Artwork 

STEPHANIE GASCA | Photography

JULIE FRANCIS | Santiago’s Story

NATALIA GUARINO |  
A Heart For You, Rest in God

LIGIA HALLSTROM | Look Up

DAVID HARRINGTON | Illustration

SCARLET HILTIBIDAL |  
Fear & Forgetfulness

PAUL HOGLUND | Photography

GENE HSIEH | Photography

BILL LEE | Original Artwork

MAREYA L | Original Artwork

KATHRYN MCLELAND | 

The Power of Restoration

GABRIELA MOLINA | Video

LEXI RAGAN |  
A Rising Rescue, Matt’s Story

THOMAS POMPEO | Photography

ZOE REYES | Photography

JANINE A. SWIATKOWSKI |  
Photography

SCOTT SMITH | Video

CHARLENE TSAI |  
Graphic Design, Original Artwork

ICAH GURAY | Graphic Design

DARLENE WELLING | Forgiven

STAFF CONTRIBUTORS:

VAN IBASAN | Why Community 
Matters

RODERICK GARCIA | Loving and 
Serving Our Cities and Beyond

MARINERS STAFF TEAM:

LIZ POWERS | Content Pastor

JON EMERY | Communications Pastor

KATIE BROWN | Lead Content Writer

SIERRA MYER | Content Writer

MARK WILKINS | Video Director

LAUREN YOUNG | Videographer & 
Editor

KENNY LOW | Graphic Designer

LAYOUT AND DESIGN:

NICOLE SCHMIDGALL 
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