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In a challenging year, I have tried to remind myself to be
thankful for the small and beautiful things—amazing southern
California sunsets, the ability to enjoy and exercise outside,
time with Kaye, Eden, and Evie, and good conversations with
friends. I’ve also come to appreciate our church in a whole new
way. I’m so proud of you Mariners. In the midst of a crazy year,
you stepped in and stood in the gap for families in crisis. You
gave generously and sacrificially to meet the needs of our local
and global neighbors. You gathered for worship with us in
innovative ways and invited others to join you. I’m humbled
and honored to serve as your Pastor and am so thankful for
you.
We’ve created this digital booklet to help you make the most
of your time with family and friends this Thanksgiving. Here,
you’ll find ideas, resources, and activities designed to inspire
personal reflection and connection with one another. I hope as
you go through this booklet, you’ll laugh, sing, share, pray, give
thanks, and make meaningful memories together.

Happy Thanksgiving, Mariners Church!
In Christ,
Eric Geiger
Senior Pastor

NEW WEEKEND SERIES
BEGINNING NOV 28 & 29
At Christmas, we sing to express joy beyond words.
Join us at Mariners for our weekend message series,
Songs of Christmas, and add your voice to the sounds of
those in the Bible singing in response to the incredible
news that Jesus, the Messiah, had finally come.
For times and locations, shareable invites, and more:
visit marinerschurch.org

Mariners PRESENTs

Winter Fest
‘Tis the season to be at Mariners Church!
Mariners Huntington Beach
“The Best Way to Spread Christmas Cheer
is Singing Loud for all to Hear!”
Join us on Sunday mornings for Christmas surprises every week, including
grab and go crafts and festive holiday treats!

Mariners Irvine

Bring your friends and family to the 5:30p Saturday service and
stay for these three festive Saturday Night events.
PHOTO OPS • HOT COCOA BAR & HOLIDAY TREATS
TAKE HOME HOLIDAY CRAFT • $5 MEALS

11/28

12/5
12/12

• Outdoor christmas boutique
• Crystal Lewis & her Holiday jazz trio
• Tree Lighting
• Reindeer Games & Caroling Night
• Tree Lighting
• Drive-in Movie: Elf

Mariners PRESENTs

Winter Fest
At all Mariners in The Neighborhood Sites!
Join us every week at our Mariners in the
Neighborhood sites for Christmas Fun!
Christmas Treats & Cocoa Bar each week, plus:

11/29
12/06
12/13
12/20
12/24

CHRISTMAS GIVEAWAY CHOICE OF
MINI CHRISTMAS TREE OR GINGERBREAD HOUSE

CHRISTMAS FIESTA
WITH CHRISTMAS CHURROS AND TACOS

CHRISTMAS COMMUNITY SERVE PROJECT
WITH LUNCH AND CHRISTMAS TREATS

KIDS CHRISTMAS STORY
WITH CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT CRAFTS

CHRISTMAS CANDLELIGHT CEREMONY
WITH JESUS BIRTHDAY CAKE

DEVOTIONAL &
PRAYER GUIDE
“Rejoice always, pray constantly, give thanks in everything; for this
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Give thanks for 2020.
It sounds crazy right? Why be thankful for a year as chaotic and challenging as this one? A year where
it seemed like everything that could go wrong did go wrong. A quick scan of the latest headlines or a
simple trip to the grocery store reminds us that things are still far from normal. Maybe you’ve even
questioned if things will ever be the same again.
But in God’s Word, He instructs us to give thanks in EVERYTHING. Give thanks not just for the great
things or the okay things, but even for the hard things. He tells us to rejoice in our victories and in our
struggles. He reassures us that no matter what happens, He is still in control.
“Consider it a great joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you experience various trials, because you
know that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its full effect, so that
you may be mature and complete, lacking nothing.” James 1:2-4
“We know that all things work together for the good of those who love God, who are called according
to his purpose.” Romans 8:28
These are God’s promises for us. Even when nothing is going according to plan, even when we feel like
we’ve lost so much, He is still working all things together for our good and bringing about His perfect
plan for us.
So give thanks for 2020. If you’re having trouble, think of just one thing you are grateful for. Spend time
praying about that one thing. Why are you thankful? What has it meant to you? What has it shown you
about God?
This Thanksgiving, take some time to reflect on what God has done and worship Him. He is our eternal
hope in every season!
Use the gratitude prompts on the next page as a guide!

GRATITUDE JOURNAL
PROMPTS
Spend some time reflecting on 2020 and thanking God for
everything He’s done. Write it out here or grab a journal if you need
extra room. You can even use these questions as conversation starters
around your Thanksgiving table. Go around and allow everyone to
share what God has done in their life in the past year.

God really came through for me this year when….
Today, I am grateful for…
God comforted me when…
This year, I learned…
In 2020, God has been my....
An unexpected blessing from this past year was…
I am so glad to have __________ in my life because they…

Spotify Playlists
Thanksgiving Worship

Enjoy this specially curated playlist during your thanksgiving festivities!

Christmas Worship

O come let us adore Him! Sing along and praise our King who reigns forever!

Merry

Mariners

When’s the right time to begin blasting Christmas music? Anytime you want!
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Oh give thanks
to the LORD;
call upon his name;
make known his deeds
among the peoples!

1 Chronicles 16:8
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REJOICE ALWAYS, PRAY
WITHOUT CEASING,
GIVE THANKS IN ALL
CIRCUMSTANCES;
FOR THIS IS THE
WILL OF GOD IN
CHRIST
JESUS FOR
YOU.

1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18
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