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CHURCH IN THE WILD 
 

 
The unlikely places we find ourselves 
 

Christmas chaos  
 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 
disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” They replied, 
“Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, 
Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” “But what about you?” he asked. 
“Who do you say I am?” Simon Peter answered, “You are the 
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, 
Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and 
blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Peter, 
and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will 
not overcome it.”  Matthew 16:13-18 

 
Two critical questions:  

� Who do people say I am? 
� Who do you say I am? 

 
“Blessed are you… on this rock I will build my church” v.18 

 
 

The unlikely places we find God   
 

Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 
When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. 
“It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. But Jesus immediately 
said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” “Lord, if it’s 
you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” “Come,” 
he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water 
and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid 
and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” Immediately 
Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he 
said, “why did you doubt?”  Matthew 14:25-31  

 
Courage to take the first step, faith to keep walking 

 
Doubt and distraction are great enemies of faith 

 
 

Church in the wild, for the wild 
 

“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. I 
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one will snatch 
them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is 
greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.  

I and the Father are one.”  John 10:27-30 
 

Greater than all 
 

Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about 
what we do not see.  Hebrews 11:1 

 
In the darkest of nights shine the brightest of stars - 
this is Christmas 

 

…If God is for us, who can be against us?  Romans 8:31 
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