




BECOMING YOU • mariners church chapel   

 LIFE IN COMMUNITY 
 PHILIPPIANS 1:3-11 

 
Paul’s prayer 
I give thanks to my God for every remembrance of you, always praying with 
joy for all of you in my every prayer, because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now. I am sure of this, that he who started a 
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus. Philippians 1:3-6 
 
 
Our community with one another consists solely in what Christ has done to 
both of us. –Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together 
 
 
Christ forms true community 
Indeed, it is right for me to think this way about all of you, because I have you 
in my heart, and you are all partners with me in grace, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel.  For God is 
my witness, how deeply I miss all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 1:7-8 
 
 
 
 
 

κοινωνία koinonia = participation, communion, fellowship 
…we who are many are one body in Christ and individually members of 
one another. Romans 12:5 

 
 

... partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. Philippians 1:5 
 
 

The Christ in his own heart is weaker than the Christ in the word of his 
brother; his own heart uncertain, his brother’s sure. -Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Becoming you through love 
And I pray this: that your love will keep on growing in knowledge and every 
kind of discernment, so that you may approve the things that are 
superior and may be pure and blameless in the day of Christ, filled with the 
fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ to the glory and praise 
of God. Philippians 1:9-11 
 
 

God’s love 
God is love, and the one who remains in love remains in God, and God 
remains in him.  In this, love is made complete with us...We love 
because he first loved us. 1 John 4:16-19 
 
...you yourselves are taught by God to love one another.  
                                                                               1 Thessalonians 4:9 

 
Human love makes itself and end in itself...an idol which it worships... 
Spiritual love, however, comes from Jesus Christ, it serves him alone.  
–Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 
 
One-another love 
“I give you a new command: Love one another. Just as I have loved you, 
you are also to love one another. By this everyone will know that you 
are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:34-35 

 
Contrary to all my own opinions and convictions, Jesus Christ will tell 
me what love toward the brethren really is. – Dietrich Bonhoeffer 

 
Therefore accept one another, just as Christ also accepted you, 
to the glory of God. Romans 15:7 

 
 
 
The physical presence of other Christians is a source of incompatible joy and 
strength to the believer. –Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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