




CHOOSE LOVE • mariners church chapel   

 FOR THE JOY OF IT 
 LUKE 14:12-14 
               
Feasting with the least 
Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not 
invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your relatives, or your rich 
neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid.   

But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the 
blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be 
repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” Luke 14:12-14 
 

medé = “do not, but” = not a forbidding of the one thing, but the 
superiority of the other 
 
Spending time with your friends, family, and people of influence is nice, 
but there is something greater. 

 
makários = “blessed” = fully satisfied, possessing the favor of God, 
partaker of God’s nature, made holy, consecrated 

 
Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. Romans 12:13 
Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 1 Peter 4:9 
 
Embodying God’s love 
“…the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.” Matthew 20:26-28 
 
The Kingdom law of reciprocity 
“Be generous. Give to the poor. Get yourselves a bank that can’t go bankrupt, 
a bank in heaven far from bank robbers, safe from embezzlers, a bank you 
can bank on. It’s obvious, isn’t it? The place where your treasure is, is the 
place you will most want to be, and end up being. Luke 12:33-34 MSG 
 

• Let go of excuses… embrace interruptions 
• An opportunity… not an obligation 
• An action… not a feeling 
• Costly… more than random acts of kindness 
• Rewarding and joyful…not just a happy experience 

 
Who can you invite into your home, your life, your heart? 
 

 
A life style, living the joyful life 
If you’ve gotten anything at all out of following Christ, if his love has made 
any difference in your life, if being in a community of the Spirit means 
anything to you, if you have a heart, if you care— then do me a favor: Agree 
with each other, love each other, be deep-spirited friends. Don’t push your 
way to the front; don’t sweet-talk your way to the top. Put yourself aside, and 
help others get ahead. Don’t be obsessed with getting your own advantage. 
Forget yourselves long enough to lend a helping hand. Philippians 2:1-4 MSG 
 

The joy that you give to others 
is the joy that comes back to you. 
And the more you spend in blessing 
the poor and the lonely and the sad, 
the more of your heart’s possessions 
return to make you glad. 

             ~John Greenleaf Whittier, American poet and advocate of the 
abolition of slavery in the United States 

 
 
 
 

Choosing love is contagious 
Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is 
faithful. And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds… Hebrews 10:23-24 
 
 
 
What if… 
God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all that there were no needy 
persons among them. Acts 4:34 
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