CHOOSE LOVE • mariners church chapel

SOUL GARDEN
MATTHEW 13:1-9,18-23

A tillable heart

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose. Romans 8:28

•

Suffering

•

Persecution

What’s in your garden?

Sower

“A farmer went out to sow his seed.” Matthew 13:3
He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man.”
Matthew 13:37

“As he was scattering the seed…” Matthew 13:4
“the message about the kingdom…” Matthew 13:19
“This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God.” Luke 8:11

Caring for the poor

“if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the
needs of the oppressed…You will be like a well-watered garden,
like a spring whose waters never fail.” Isaiah 58:10-11

“…give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven…follow me.”
Matthew 19:21

soil

“what was sown in their heart” Matthew 13:19
• path
Matthew 13:4,1
“the birds came and ate it up”
“the evil one…snatches away what was sown in their heart”
• rocky places
Matthew 13:6,21
“…scorched…withered because they had no root.”
“When trouble or persecution comes…they quickly fall away”
• thorns
“grew up and choked the plants”
“unfruitful”

Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in
the same way they persecuted the prophets…. Matthew 5:12

•

seed

Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know
that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character;
and character, hope. Romans 5:3-4

Matthew 13:7,22

• good soil
Matthew 13:8,23
“produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was sown”

Saved. Created to produce fruit

For it is by grace you have been saved… created in Christ Jesus to do good
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. Ephesians 2:8-10

Which type of soil do you want your heart to be?

100x, 60x, 30x fruitfulness

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will
reap a harvest if we do not give up. Galatians 6:9
And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with such
sacrifices God is pleased. Hebrews 13:16
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance…
‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers
and sisters of mine, you did for me.’” Matthew 25:34,40

Choose love

If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but
has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? 1 John 3:17

Ines Franklin • October 21, 2018
Listen: marinerschurch.org/ch-messages • Scripture from the NIV unless noted

