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FAITH LOVES 
James 2:1-26 

 

 

An appeal to genuine faith 
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to 
look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself 
from being polluted by the world.  James 1:27 

 

Two requirements:  
 

1.  ________________________________ 
My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ 
must not show favoritism.  James 2:1 

 

…if you show favoritism, you sin and are convicted by the law as 
lawbreakers.  James 2:9 

 
 For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the 
great God, mighty and awesome, who shows no partiality and 
accepts no bribes.  Deuteronomy 10:17 

 

If you really keep the royal law found in Scripture, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right…Mercy triumphs over 
judgment.  James 2:8,13b 

 

2.  _________________________________ 
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have 
faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save them?  James 2:14 

 

“But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put 
them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on 
sand.” Matthew 7:26 

 

…faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.  
James 2:17 

 

Two examples of faith that works: 
…evidence that faith without deeds is useless...  James 2:20 

 

1. Abraham – obedience 
Was not our father Abraham considered righteous for what he did 
when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith 
and his actions were working together, and his faith was made 
complete by what he did.  James 2:21-22 

 

“…Now I know that you fear God, because you have not withheld 
from me your son, your only son.”  Genesis 22:12 

 

2. Rahab – sacrifice 
In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered 
righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and 
sent them off in a different direction?  James 2:25 

 

“…our hearts melted in fear and everyone’s courage failed because 
of you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above and on the 
earth below.”  Joshua 2:11 

 

You see that a person is considered righteous by what they do and 
not by faith alone…As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without deeds is dead.  James 2:24, 26 

 

Faith that is alive does; it loves! 
The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 
Galatians 5:6b 
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